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1961 – Cave Rescue Service 
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ORGANIZATIONAL BACKGROUND 
(1961-1991) 

Hungarian Speleological Society 
Hungarian Red Cross 
Hungarian Nature Friend Federation 
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rescue training 
first aid training 
equipment base 
storage place 



1991 – Hungarian Cave Rescue Service 

Our partners in Hungary ... 

and others 
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... and on abroad 

and others 

http://jamarska-zveza.si/post/0/predstavitev-jrs/


Main sponsor 

Other supporters 

and some others 

Sponsors 
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HCRS has a 
contract with 
 



5th International Cave Rescue Conference 
Aggtelek, 1983. 
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16 countries 
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Budapest, 1989. 

Symposium of UIS Cave Rescue Commission 
on the occasion of 10th UIS Congress 
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21 countries 
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11th International 
Cave Rescue Conference 
Aggtelek-Jósvafő, 2007. 
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26 countries 
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Rescue trainings and educations 

Trainings 

• 2 times in a year  
 (spring and fall) 

• in a real cave 

• hypothetic event 

• all members 

• full operation 

• usually 2-3 days 

 

Educations 

• monthly (during winter) 

• in room/cave 
• specified tasks  
 (e.g. first aid, GPS,
 communication etc.) 
• not all members 
• few hours 
• repeatedly 
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Rescue activity in the past years  
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Cave 
26% 

Surface 
42% 

Gliders 
22% 

Other 
10% 

TOTAL OPERATIONS (2011-2014) = 31 Total operations (2011-2014) = 31 



Helmet sticker 
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Recovering 4 dead boys in 1975 
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Rákóczi Cave – January, 2002 
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289 persons participated 
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289 persons participated 
• 64 divers (55 Hungarians, 4 Slovaks, 5 Czechs) 
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289 persons participated 
• 64 divers (55 Hungarians, 4 Slovaks, 5 Czechs) 
• 122 cavers (89 Hungarians, 28 Slovaks, 5 Czechs) 

 

Altogether 286 dives 

• 55 other organizations 
 police 
 army 
 companies 
 municipalities 
 fire-departments 
 ambulance etc. 
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after 118 hours 
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Valea Rea Cave   
(Padis Plateau – Romania) 
October, 2002 
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40 hours rescue operation 
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40 hours rescue operation 

• 26 Romanian cave rescuers 
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• 26 Romanian cave rescuers 
• 52 Hungarian cave rescuers 
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40 hours rescue operation 

• 26 Romanian cave rescuers 
• 52 Hungarian cave rescuers 
• 14 other supporting organizations 
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During 50 years: 

>200 rescue operations 

>500 saved lives 
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>100 cave rescuers 
(all are volunteers) 



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION 
 
 

HEGEDŰS, Gyula 
hegedusgyula@t-online.hu 
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