
Sunday 27 February 2000 
During the Winter 
 6H in the morning 
  Call come from Margeriaz 



During an exploration in the CROLLEUR S Tanne,  
Natural anchorage was broken, 
 A caver woman came down 5 meters high 
  And received stone on her head 

Victim was unconscious during 45 mn 
Suspicion  fracture arm  
Wrench cervical 
And more may be !!! 



« Tanne des Crolleurs » 
In Alpes - Savoie (France) 
 
This cave is very narrow : 
 
400 meters meander for 0,40m wide 
 
Accident occurred 27 February at 0H10 
        At 280m deep and  
 8 hours from the entrance 
 
The victim stayed with 2 cavers 
 
One caver went out and called at 6H30 
 
We knew at this time  
 we would be for a long time !!! 
 
Temperature inside the cave is 3° Celsius 
 



In first time : 
Send medical team with radio Nicola 
 
27 February :  
13h medical team at the entrance 
22 h 09 medical team inform by radio 
28 February 0h25 complete medical paper 
at the P.C. by cavers who were with the victim 
 
Second time organized the way: 
    we have a little explosive material 
    the national leader comes for evaluation 
 
27 February : 
18 h 15 first team desobstruction with explosive 
in the cave 
 
8 days working  
 with 3 teams in the same time 
  24h by 24h 



First part of the cave 

Second part of the cave 

For explosive: 
The air go out of the cave with cold weather 
Using electric machine to drill 
Send different teams,  
Rescuers went only one time in the cave for gas problem 
Calling rescuers from others departments 
Bought explosive material 



We use  
- 1.500 Detonators 
- 1.800 Renforcators 
- 700m explosive line (40g/m) 
Total = Less than 10 kg explosive 

During 8 days: 
1.160 shoots ( 200 by day) 
 



                         We are in ski station and using the logistic 
For lunch, for transport (by feet 1 hour to the cave, with skidoo 5 minutes.... 



We have to control  
 the material 
 the transport 
 the gas 
 the wire 



Commandment 
         Post 

Cavers are at all the levels 



Every days 
     Press 
information 
   -Paper 
    -radio 
     -TV 



290 rescuers during the rescue 
On site 38 to 106  
 (on average 60/day) 
In the cave 10 to 41  
 (on average 30/day) 
200 specialists in desobstruction 
Rescuers come from France: 
15 departments 



After 8 days, it is the time  
         to go outside. 

At the survival point,  
the doctor in green 
And casualty in yellow 



4 doctors passed time since 8 days 
 
Rescuers brought food, flowers 
and assistance every time 



Management for the evacuation of the casualty 

*The last part of the cave is ready 
*We reduce the stretcher at the height 
             of the casualty 
*Each leader of team prepare his mission 
*41 rescuers are ready 



5 March 6h 40 starting of the stretcher 



      5 March, 18h 41,  
Victime was on the surface 

But during the evacuation, at 8h 
A rescuer falls down on other rescuer  
He was severely injured. 
His evacuation finished with other stretcher 
         at 6h 10 the 6 March 2000 



  Rescue T. Crolleurs. France 
   27 February – 6 March 
                    2000 


